09/22/2008 19:20 FAI 8015305955 PATE PIERCE BAIRD lg)004 

RECEIVED 
CBfTRALFMCCEMTiR 

ZEomCLAMS: SEP 2 2 2008 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) An apparatus for physical detection and tracking of devices on a 
rr^myv^^ -^—'^ ^^" r'^"^^ within a >^nilHmp cnmnrisinff » first room and plurality Qf rooms, 
rtisrinct from the first room, the apparatus comprising: 

. »f nntlPi. each ou t let the,«nf housed within aroom 9f the phirality of rooms 

.r.A .».t.;^iT, y suhstp nti.ll Y ^rhisivelv as its electromcally artivf elements, electrical 
rnmHuctors car ryin p data sis als improcessed therethrough.; 

« network infrastPi^ire. device op e r^Mv connected to the network ^nd seleptgd from tf>e 
prtii p consis tin g of a sw itch, a router, and a hub; 
I thP. network inftastnirtiire device h ^ uo^ within the first room pn^ compriging a plurality 

I »f pnrts. each Port tKpr^f onerablv ^^nr^^tPd tn an outlet of the plurality of outlets 

I correspond in g exclusi vely thereto; 

j » phiralitv of wor1^<=t;.tinns. each w nri.«t«tinn thereof 1oC4^ted in aropm of the plurality pf 

I . . .nd nnerably cnnn^r.ted to an ^vT^'-t nf the nluralitv of outlets how^ therein; 

j fU.r.^nr\c infras^^^^ir.. rievice. -rtonnp and automalically updating a comi^tion 

i iMe. manping eac h port nf the nlu r ^Htv nf nnrts to an identificatiop conW)nding to q 

i ^nrWt.Hon of the plnr^litv of works t ^Hnt,. r.nnnected thereto and independent fifotn any 

i irtpntificatio n of anv room nf the plurality of rooms; 

, p o,^. .„r,n ^rt«.H to the network , for executing executable data structures; and 

a memory device operably connected to the processor for storing the executable data 

structures and associated operational data structures, the executable and operational data 

structures comprising: 
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a reporting module configured to query [[a]] &e network infrastructure device selected 
fiom the gi ' oup c o nsisting of a switch, router, and hub and obtain end point connection 
information corresponding to a first ne t work devict, tlie ne t work infi ' astiiicture device storing 
and au to ma t icaHy updating d Lonnecti o n table mgyping ports the r e o f t o node id e ntifica t iops 
workstation of the plurality of workstations, the end point cormection information comprising 
information from the connection table identifying a port of the plurality of ports through ^^4uch 
the first network device workstation cormects to the network infrastructure device; and 

a correlation module configured to associate the end poin t coimec t i o n luformation 
coi r responding t o the fii ' st network device to a location identifier cor r esponding t o a physical 
location storing a correlation table relating end point connection information to the plurality of 
rooms, the correlation module programmed to receive from the reportmg module the end point 
connection information and consult the correlation table to identify a room of the plurality of 
rooms housing the first workstation . 

2. (canceled) 

3. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the reporting module fiirther comprises a 
communication, module configured to transmit the end point coimection information to a central 
database. 

4. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the reporting module further 
comprises an update module configured to detect a change of end point connection information 
coiTcsponding to the first network device workstation . 
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5. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the reporting module further 
comprises an inventory module configured to detect a second network device local to the first 
network device workstation and obtain end point connection information corresponding to the 
second network device. 

6. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a monitoring module 
configured to receive end point connection information from the reporting module. 

7. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the correlation module further 
conspises a device recognition module configured to identify the nomenclature of the first 
network d e vice workstation based on product recognition records. 

8. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the reporting module further 
comprises an inventory module configured to detect and transmit software and hardware 
configuration information corresponding to the first network d e vice workstation . 

9. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the reporting module further 
comprises an inventory module configured to detect and transmit software and hardware 
configuration information corresponding to a second ne t w o rk devic e workstation . 

10-29. (canceled) 
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30. (currently amended) A method for physical detection and tracking of devices on a 
computer network, the method comprising: 

identifying a building com prising a first room and a plurality of rooms distinct from the 
first room: 

identifying a computer network hoiL sed within the buil din g ^nd comprising 

a oluralitv of outlets, each outlet thereof containing substantiallY 
exclusively, as its electronically active elements, electrical conductors carrying 
data signals unpro cessed therethrough, at least one outlet of the plurality of outlets 
being housed within each room of the plurality of rooms. 

a network infrastructure device selected fijom the group consisting of a 
switch, router, and hub, the network infrastructure device housed within the first 
room and comprising a plurality of ports, each port thereof operablv connected to 
an outlet of the plurality of outlets corresponding exclusively thereto. 

a plurality of devices housed within the plurality of rooms, each device of 
the plurality of devices connecting to the net work- infr astructure device via an 
outlet of the plurality of outlets: 
id e ntif) > ing a fimctioniug computer ne t work housed within a building and compmiug a 
plui - ality of devices, a fu ' st d e vice of the plurality of d e vices being o ne of a switch, router^ - and 
hu b , the first d ev ic e storing and automatically updatin g, by the network infiastructure device, a 
connection table mapping each port th er eof t o e ach nod e of the pltiralitv of ports to a 
corresponding device of the plurality of devices connected thereto; 

installing and running, after the identifying storing, reporting software on a second first 
device of the plurality of devices; 
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installing and running, after the td e ii t i f yipg storing, correlating software on a third device 
of the plurality of devices, the correlating software comprising a'binding table mapping poil5 of 
die fii ' St dc ' vicc to areas witMu the building coiiL^puuding thereto each port of the plurality Qf 
ports of the network injfrastructure device to a co rresponding room of the plurality of rooms; 

directing, by the reporting software, the sec o nd firsi device to query the fiist device 
network infrastructure device and obtain from the connection table a port identification 
corresponding to the s e cond first device; §nd 

dhcLliug, by the i c poiliug so ft ware, the second dcvicL to rcpoit Uic yui t identification t o 

the thh ' d Jcviix, and 

Jhecting, hy Utc uiJiTclaliiig software, die tlmd device tu dctcimmL iht location o f the 
see u nd d c viLC b^ locating the po r t identificati o n withm tli e binding table «md rctiieving 
inibrmatiou dchignatiiig au aiea witliin the buildiug mapped tliere t o determining, \?y the 
co rrelating software, the location of the fu^t device bv locating the port identification within the 
hindin p table and retriev in g Scorn the bidding tab le information designating a room of the 
plurality of rooms map ped thereto. 

3 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim i9 30, wherein the query comprises use of 
Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP). 
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